
Turning the New into Now

Crossing Over and 
Teching your Teaching.



Great...
Here’s another gimmicky 
presentation about tech in the 
classroom.



You hear about this all the time.
Here’s a new program, a new LMS, new 
thing, tech stuff.

It doesn’t often work, and my favorite is 
when the presentation software and/or the 
computer/projector stops working during 
the presentation telling me how great this 
stuff is for my students.

As experienced instructors, we’re going to 
just adopt everything, right?



That being said...

I think I have some useful information 
and ideas for you.

We are fortunate to live in times where 
education is profoundly changing, and 
we now have, at relatively low cost, 
new tools that can help us reach 
students in exciting ways.



What will we 
examine?

Drive

Zoom

Virtual Reality



Drive

If you only choose one 
piece of technology to add 
to your tool chest this year, 
pick Google Drive or one of 
the related cloud services.



What is the 
Cloud?
You hear this term all the time, 
but you might not know exactly 
what it is, and now you’re afraid to 
ask.

Data is stored at secret locations 
around the world, but accessible to 
you anytime you have an internet 
connection.

Think of it as a giant flash drive 
that flies around, following you 
everywhere (like a cloud).



Benefits
Keeps your syllabi, assignments, etc. 
organized.

It’s also easy to update documents.

Saves time at the printer lines, wasted 
time typing, uploading, etc.

It’s shareable, so you won’t clutter up 
your email with attachments.



How do I use 
it?

The school where you work 
may have a Gmail account 
already, but if you have 
Gmail or an Android device, 
you also have one.

Just log into Google, click 
on “Drive,” and you’re in.



Zoom This one is a bit more intense, but it’s also a 
really nice option to have in your tool chest.

It allows you to meet with students via the 
internet in real time through your computer 
screen (it’s like Skype for academics).

You can talk directly to students, share your 
screen, share videos, etc.

I use it to schedule hybrid courses that allow 
students to maintain direct contact with me, 
but who’s schedule or circumstances don’t 
allow them to make it to a campus.



How’s it 
work?

Just download Zoom 
(zoom.us) and you can 
create videos like this:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYSWqE9ayMA


Benefits
You can communicate with students, perhaps even holding an entire 
class, via this system.

You can record meetings with students (entire class sessions) for later 
viewing.

You can also record lectures for students to watch later (concepts that 
need review, stuff that might not be great for class, and so on).



Recording 
Lectures

These lectures can also help students who 
miss class (absences, weather related issues, 
when you can’t be in class, etc.).

In addition, some topics require additional 
review.  A lecture in class happens once, then 
it’s gone.  I remember several math classes in 
college where the concepts seemed crystal 
clear when the instructor was talking, but 
baffling once I got home.  

A video would have been very helpful.



Recorded 
Lectures

What do these videos look 
like?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1wm1W9p3QurG0oXyEQ9KwVYJIw3iqr0YJ/preview


Virtual Reality
For the past couple of years, I’ve 
been incorporating more VR into my 
classes.

For some, this can seem a bit 
overwhelming, but it’s worth 
checking out.

This is our lab at Lake Michigan 
College.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iARMEwfWz4


Virtual Field Trips

Google Earth VR

Lots of functionality.  Available on our HTC 
Vives.

Wander

Super simple, available on Oculus Quest.



Immersive Texts
ABE

Vestige

In Memory

Traveling While Black

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UUFn7iyymo


Conclusion
This is a great time to be an educator.  

Gone are the days of Benjamin Franklin saving his pennies to buy a newspaper 
that he would read by candlelight.  

Young Frederick Douglass had to challenge white children to literacy games he 
knew he would lose, just so he could learn new letters.

Now, through technology that is getting easier to access, less expensive, and 
more accessible, we can access the past, the present, and the future in ways 
previously thought impossible.



Conclusion
Incorporating some of these 
technologies into your lessons will:

● Improve organization and 
efficiency.

● Boost creativity and innovation.
● Develop new ways of reaching 

students and accomplishing your 
goals.

If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me at 
brittin@lakemichigancollege.edu.


