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ABSTRACT

It would be easy to think of online-only courses as ways to merely give
information to students, without the amount of interaction you might
see in a face-to-face course. But there are many ways to supplement
online courses to keep students engaged.

| will share my experience and discuss ways to keep students logging
in and interested, including posting frequent announcements, the use
of discussion boards, and using homework systems to continuously
engage students. Thoughts, suggestions, and conversation will be
welcome.
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Lamar University

@ Regional state school

@ About 14,700 students, with 2400 first-year students

@ Of the LU student population, 25% are African-American and 18%
are Latinx

@ Vibrant online courses - consisting of traditional distance
education and academic partnership students
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Sampling of what math courses are offered

@ All first-year mathematics courses (college algebra, introductory
statistics, contemporary mathematics, precalculus, business math,
and their co-requisites)

@ The calculus sequence

@ Linear algebra, differential equations, calculus-based statistics
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Sampling of what math courses are offered

@ All first-year mathematics courses (college algebra, introductory
statistics, contemporary mathematics, precalculus, business math,
and their co-requisites)

@ The calculus sequence
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@ And now EVERYTHING
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Weekly Organizational Announcement

@ Content to be covered

@ Learning objectives to be met
@ Assignments due

@ Any other reminders

—_— Sl
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Other Announcements

ANNOUNCEMENT§

@ Frequent announcements about new content being uploaded,
especially if in response to student questions

@ Reminders about due dates, especially for major assessments
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Discussion Boards

@ Weekly question requiring the students to reflect on content,
especially to draw connections between topics or relate content to
their lives

@ Also must comment on others’ posts in a substantive way

@ Creates a community of learners in the class
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Sample prompt

@ Welcome to MATH1324! Even though we are in a virtual
classroom, we are in this together. Your classmates will keep you
going when the semester gets long, be your study buddies, and
give you helpful hints when you are stuck. Take a minute to
introduce yourself and learn about your new math friends. You are
welcome to share as much or as little as you feel comfortable with.
Feel free to comment on each other’s posts and say hi! Submit
your post by noon on June 3rd for credit.

Jacqueline Jensen-Vallin (Lamar University) | Keeping Online/Virtual Students Engaged 18 March 2021 9/19



Sample prompt

@ So far this week, we have focused on linear equations (in one
variable). What’s one thing that you remember about linear
equations from the last time you saw them, and what’s one new
thing you’ve learned this week (or relearned that you had
forgotten)? Briefly explain!
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Sample prompt

@ Quadratics that open up have a minimum and quadratics that
open down have a maximum. Linear functions have neither a
minimum nor a maximum, so give an example of something that
you might want to model (an application) where the model would
have (or you hope it would have) a max or a min (so you would
want a quadratic model instead of a linear model), and explain
whether you would hope for a max or a min and why.

maximum?

minimum?

Jacqueline Jensen-Vallin (Lamar University) | Keeping Online/Virtual Students Engaged 18 March 2021 11/19



Facebook

Is this too outdated?
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Twitter

Is this too public?
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GroupMe

@ Create the community (require approval to join?)
@ Hope they answer each other’s questions.
@ Weigh in as necessary

@ Declare radio silence during exams
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Hawkes Reports and Tools

@ Search By Criteria - to email students who aren’t mastering topics,
completing quizzes, or spending time on lessons

@ Webtest by Test - to check on students who haven’t completed
exams and to make sure that all questions were fair
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Synchronous vs. Asynchronous

@ Synchronous meetings mean it’'s easier as an instructor to budget
your time and you need fewer announcements and reminders.
You can record and post the sessions you are already having for
students.

@ Asynchronous means you need to post more content and monitor
emails from students more regularly. For this style, | like to post
video solutions to commonly asked questions.
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Student Concerns and Experiences

@ Child care (children and siblings)
@ Distractions of being at home
@ Internet connection issues - even when internet is available

Jacqueline Jensen-Vallin (Lamar University)

@ Balancing time between work and school (and sleep)
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Queries

@ How do you do this with large sections (more than 100 students)?

@ How do you do this without working around the clock?
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Please share ideas and feedback!

jiensenvalli@lamar.edu
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