
Turning the Baggage into 
Luggage

Traveling to Post-Pandemic Academia



Where are We 
Going?

Education will probably never be 
fully, only face to face again.

Remote learning and the “new” 
technologies are here to stay.

To accommodate the new world we’ll 
find ourselves in, we must develop 
flexible learning environments that 
maintain the best of FTF education, 
while incorporating the new methods 
and technologies we’ve developed 
this year.



Why go on this trip?

Covid, and our responses to it, did 
more than kill hundreds of thousands 
of people: it also devastated our 
schools.

Students are failing at shocking rates. 

Should we just stop giving grades? 

Abandon standardized test scores?

https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/views/2021/03/08/more-high-school-students-are-failing-courses-creating-problems-colleges
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/views/2021/03/08/more-high-school-students-are-failing-courses-creating-problems-colleges
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/education/2020/12/23/students-failing-grades-online-class-coronavirus/3967886001/


What Can We 
Do?

As educators, we only have so much control: we don’t 
dictate school, much less national, policy.

While we can’t always predict what criteria will be 
used to measure student success in the failure, we 
can adjust our approach to teaching.

Remote learning seems to have had tremendous 
limitations, it’s not like FTF was always a raging 
success.

Let’s pack our bags with what worked from the past 
year, and see if we can put something together that is 
better than what came before.



How Will We Get 
There?

To get started, we should talk 
about hardware.  

The good news, you don’t need 
tens of thousands of dollars in 
equipment to make all this work.

A pretty basic 
PC/Chromebook/Mac will do the 
trick, and you’ll probably want a 
decent headset (mine cost around 
$30).  



Our First Stop
Learning Management Systems

You’ll need some way to communicate with students when 
they aren’t in class. 

Schools will likely move away from encouraging “perfect 
attendance,” so students are going to miss class.

We’ll also be more inclined to go remote for flu outbreaks.



Learning Management 
Systems
Announcements that detail a day’s plans or reviews 
the session’s notes can be very useful for students 
who didn’t attend, or even for those who did, but 
need a refresher.

Of course, it also provides a way to keep lessons, 
schedules, and assignments organized.

If possible, keep using it, as students will likely 
have a mix of FTF and Remote classes from now on.



Learning 
Management 
Systems

Quite often, LMS’s come with a Discussion 
feature, which has certainly been put to great 
use this year.

Do we have to stop using it in a FTF class?

Considering that our society was already 
communicating through screens before the 
pandemic, I think we can assume that those skills 
are even more focused now.

In my experience, some students who are too shy 
to speak up in class are much more comfortable 
typing to a group Discussion online.



Next on the 
Itinerary...
We are no longer limited by 
the old world style of just 
handing out papers, 
collecting, grading, and 
redistributing.

Because we’ve been forced 
to be creative, new methods 
have emerged of 
collaborating within a class 
and evaluating a student’s 
progress.



Assignments
Pen and paper is great, but we 
now have access to very 
intriguing ways of “publishing” 
new types of assignments.

Pick Your Own Path

Electronic Textbook

Videos: a modern cell phone is 
basically a recording studio in 
your pocket.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9amqBN8is7s&t=6s&ab_channel=Mr.Ridgway
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cvFkRAaIw-mM6ffbARVdS2gDI3X40uLYmLU3OfckVjI/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TiTfrKMltcuePUb5i_d1_b9uOhQCdcsKPApczOezuJU/edit#slide=id.p


Zooming 
along...
We’ll likely continue using 
services like Zoom from now on.

Not only can you teleconference 
with it, but you can also use it to 
record lectures.

Simply start a “meeting” (don’t 
invite anyone) share your 
screen, and press the record 
button.  

Save the video to your computer 
or to the cloud, and distribute it 
to your students.



Traveling with 
Students
Of course, we aren’t the only ones 
on this trip. Our students are along 
for the ride, as well.

Imagine what life has been like for 
them, and while they probably want 
to get back to class, it’s going to be 
stressful.

Tests, interacting with teachers, 
wearing something other than 
pajama pants…

This new world we’re traveling to 
will have its own challenges for 
them.



Returning Home
Always keep in mind that tech 
should always enhance what we’re 
doing: it’s not there to replace us.

It’s been a difficult journey, but if 
we learned something, it could be 
the most beneficial time of our 
professional careers.
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