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Identifying Like Terms

Like Terms
Like terms (or similar terms) are terms that are 

Whatever power a variable is raised to in one term, it is 

Caret-square-right Example 1	 Identifying Like Terms

Identify the like terms in the following list of terms.

6,  2x,  −10,  −x,  3x ²z,  −5x,  4x ²z,  0

Solution

Exercises
Identify the like terms in each list of terms. 

	 1.	 −5, 3, 7x, 8, 9x, 3y

	 2.	 −2x ², −13x ³, 5x ², 14x ², 10x ³

	 3.	 5xy, −x ², −6xy, 3x ²y, 5x ²y, 2x ²

	 4.	 3ab ², −ab ², 8ab, 9a ²b, −10a ²b, ab, 12a ²
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Simplifying Expressions by Combining Like Terms

Combining Like Terms

Caret-square-right Example 2	 Combining Like Terms 

Simplify each expression by combining like terms.

a.	 8x + 10x

b.	 6y − 2y + 3

c.	 2x ² + 3x + x ² − x

d.	 4 7 5 1n n�� � � �� �
e.	 3a − 52a ² + 9

Solution
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Exercises
Simplify each expression by combining like terms. 

	 5.	 8x + 7x

	 6.	 5 2x x� �� �

	 7.	 −n − n

	 8.	 6y ² − y ²

	 9.	 3x − 5x + 12x

	 10.	 3x − 1 + x

	 11.	 5x ² − 3x ² + 2x

	 12.	 13x + 12x ² + 15x − 35 − 41 − 2x ² 

	 13.	 3 1n n�� � �

	 14.	 4 1 5 2x x�� � � �� �
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